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“You'll come to a crossroad. Do you know what a crossroad is?”

That’s the question the teen at the newsstand in Tobercurry, County Sligo,
Ireland, asked me. She was giving me driving directions to my cousin’s
farm. It was seven years ago but the question has stayed with me.

At first the question seemed quite odd. Of course I knew what a crossroad
was! It's where two roads cross one another. But she did not use
“crossroad” for any of the other intersections in her directions. She
reserved it for one particular place some distance out of town. Was there
something special about this particular crossroad?

When I arrived at this crossroad there seemed nothing special about it. Just
two roads crossing one another in the middle of the fields with no houses
visible in any direction. But it did remind me of other Irish crossroads I had
seen during a childhood visit to Ireland some forty-five years before. Some
of those remote crossroads had a large stone cross or a small shrine nearby.
I suspect they had been special places for a long time. Perhaps that was
what she meant.

These photos, all taken within Lancaster City, Pennsylvania, explore the
visual meaning of some less ancient crossroads.

Pat Cooney, May 2009
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Thanks to my wife, Margaret Cooney, and to my friends in the Lancaster
Independent Photographers Group for their feedback on the selection and

sequencing of these photos.

Thanks too to the Solo Photo Book Month project (www.sofobomo.org)

for a framework in which to refine my craft.

This book was designed and produced by the author using;:
Pentax lenses and DSLR cameras
Adobe Lightroom photo editing software
Scribus page layout software

Palatino Linotype fonts
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